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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 April 26, 2026     4th Sunday of Easter   9:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion Setting 4 - ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship Year A)  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of 

the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 

anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. 

Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We 

go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on page 14. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS         

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
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Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           O Christ, Our Hope             ELW 604 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.  

 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON   
The children are invited to come forward. 

 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                             
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through 

the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 

security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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WORD 

 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47                                           
The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23      Read responsively   
1
 The LORD 

|
 is my shepherd; 

  I shall not 
|
 be in want. 

2
 The LORD makes me lie down 

|
 in green pastures 

  and leads me be- 
|
 side still waters. 

3
 You restore my 

|
 soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways 
|
 for your name’s sake. 

4
 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall 

|
 fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
|
 comfort me.  

5
 You prepare a table before me in the presence 

|
 of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is 
|
 running over. 

6
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

|
 of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the 
|
 LORD forever.  

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Peter 2:19-25 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to John, the 10th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  John 10:1-10 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

REFLECTION          Ryan Kessinger 

 

A brief silence for reflection.   

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                       ELW 778 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father. 

 

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.   

Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 

let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano music 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able.       
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OFFERTORY:                                                                                          ELW 367 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                   ELW 789    
  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                            

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Disciples Serving: This Sunday    Next Sunday  
Presider/Supply          Ryan Kessinger         Pastor Karen Matuska 

Assisting Minister:          Cyrisse Cooley         Riley Dunton 

Pianist:            Dr. J. Michael Beck   Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild:                     Connie Wisthoff        Cassie Walgren      

Ushers/Greeters:             Jackie Cooley              Tony Martinet 

Counters/Posters:           Stacie Bowens/Charlotte Vargues Deb Huismann/Leanne  

JAM:                               Children's Sermon     Derek Truxell/**need helper**  
 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 
   April 27 Linda & Dale Johnson 30 years 

   April 29 Michael Beck 

   May 2 Merlin & Carol Leking 45 years 
 

PRAYERS 
Members, Friends and Relatives   Added by Members          

 Doris Ask     People of Tabor 

 Shirley Bass     People of Tabor 

 Michael Beck    People of Tabor  

 Robert Bogusch    Nephew of  Kathy Lambert 

 Family of Emily Briggs   People of Tabor 

 Pam Cardinal    Sister of Clay Kashner 

 Devin Caveza    Grandson of Tony Martinet 

 John Centa     Bowens Family 

 Sandy, Tyler and Tori English  Friends of Emily Briggs 

 Vicki Granato    Michelle Vargues 

 Larry Hall     Bowens Family 

 Brian & Geri Helm    Bowens Family 

 Nina Jesmain              People of Tabor 

 Etta Kay Johnson    Sister-in-law of Linda Johnson 

 Linda Johnson    People of Tabor 

 Clay Kashner    People of Tabor 

 Kathy Lambert    People of Tabor 

 Kathy Laney & Family   Connie Wisthoff 

 DJ Nichols     Truxell Family 

 Will Nichols     Truxell & Vargues Families 

 Evelyn Omey    Twin sister of Shirley Bass 

 Andrea Pitre     Friend of Emily Briggs 

 Family of Cheryl Salay   People of Tabor  

 Starcher Family    Friends of Emily Briggs 

 Caitlan Thorne & Family   Granddaughter of Kathy Lambert 

 Justin, Harper & Hazel Tolan  Grandson/Great-granddaughters of  Denise 

 Marvin Truxell    Truxell & Vargues Families 

 Charlotte Vargues    People of Tabor 

 Family of Marvin Wisthoff  People of Tabor 

 Sandra Zupan    Sister of Ruth Valencia 


