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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

March 15, 2026        4th Sunday in Lent    9:30 a.m. 
Setting - Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story 

of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. 

In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved 

children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head 

with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on pages 18. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 
 

Please stand if you are able 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, 

pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING 

GATHERING SONG                       ELW 614 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CHILDREN GO TO JAM                                                                                     
The Children are invited to come forward.  The children are dismissed for Children’s 

Jam, Sunday School, returning during the Peace. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued on page 5 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 

and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 

Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 

from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 

the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel 

said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a 

heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one 

whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to 

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come 

peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify 

yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons 

and invited them to the sacrifice. 

  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now 

before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 

on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as 

mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
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the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 

“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 

Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 

but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we 

will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was 

ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint 

him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 

presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from 

that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23     Read responsively   
1 The LORD 

| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 
2 The LORD makes me lie down 

|
 in green pastures 

  and leads me be- 
|
 side still waters. 

3 You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall 

|
 fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
|
 comfort me.  

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

|
 of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the 
|
 LORD forever.  

 

 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 5:8-14 
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 
9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find 

out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; 

rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 

secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and 

Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to John, the 9th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 9:1-41 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                        

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

REFLECTION                                                                         Riley Dunton 

 

A brief silence for reflection. 

 

 

Please stand if you are able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                       ELW 722 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs. 
 

A brief silence  
 

Each petition ends: 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Prayers conclude with: 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  
 

Please be seated. 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       

OFFERTORY                 ELW 188 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Two Sundays ago,  we were reminded that  

In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

 

Again, after supper … 

…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Through him, with him, in him,                                                                                                              

in the unity of the Holy spirit,                                                                                                                    

all honor and glory is yours almighty Father,                                                                          

now and forever.   

Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table. 

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to 

share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence  

of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.   

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 
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Please be seated. 

COMMUNION SONG                         
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COMMUNION HYMN                       ELW 480 

Please repeat until Communion is complete 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING 

 

 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                    ELW 793 

 

 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Presider/Supply          Riley Dunton                        Cyrisse Cooley 

Assisting Minister:          Gwen Hedding                  Jerry Vargues 

Pianist:           Dr. J. Michael Beck            Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild:                    Kathy Lambert & Linda Johnson     Kathy Lambert & Linda Johnson      

Ushers/Greeters:            Jerry Vargues                   Jerry Vargues 

Counters/Posters:           Stacie Bowens/Leanne Neu           Deb Huismann/Cassie Walgren 

JAM:                              Derek Truxell/Emily Briggs       Children's Sermon        

                                 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

    March 16  Jerry Vargues 

    March 20  Carol Leking 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ɫ We are going to add "Emergency Contact" to our new directory that we will 

be completing soon.  Please put your Emergency Contact name and phone 

number on the Welcome Slip so that we may update our records. 

 

ɫ It’s time to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars:  Eligible Thrivent 

Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 

2026 to call in to direct any remaining Choice Dollars.  Go online or call       

1-800-847-4836 and select “Thrivent Choice” to talk to a live person. 

 

ɫ King of Kings has invited us to join them in their Wednesday Lenten Soup 

Suppers and Worship Service.  Beginning February 25 - 6:00pm Soup Supper 

following by worship service at 7:00pm.  Detailed information can be found 

in the Tabor Tidbits or posted on our bulletin boards. 

 

ɫ If you would like to donate the lilies to decorate the church on Easter Sunday, 

please use the order forms and envelopes on the table in the Narthex to order.  

The cost for each Easter Lily is $15 and the lily can be taken with you 

afterworship on Easter morning.  Orders are due by March 29th. 

 


