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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

February 22, 2026 1st Sunday in Lent 9:30 am
Setting - Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen

INTRODUCTION

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes
the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on
the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the

days ahead.

PRELUDE
Announcements are on pages 13-14.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for
sending you to Tabor.

Please stand if you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.



Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

GATHERING

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual; arr

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

. hymnal version
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

The children are invited to come forward.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around
us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises.
Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



PSALI\/I Psalm: 32 Read responsively
" Happy are they whose transgressmns are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
“Happy are they to whom the LORD im- ! putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there ! is no gune|
’ While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning ' all day Iong
“ For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer
° Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- ' ceal my guilt.
I said, “I W111 confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me
the guilt ' of my sin.
° Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in ' time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
°«I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
| will guide you ' with my eye.
? Do not be like horse or mule, which have no ' understanding;
who must be fitted with b|t and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
" Great are the tribulations ! of the W|cked
but mercy embraces those who trust ' in the LORD.
" Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice 'in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are 'true of heart.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand if you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Congregation:
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mer-cy; Come, seek the ten-der faith-ful-ness of  God.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

The Holy gospel according to Matthew, the 4th Chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Please be seated

REFLECTION Ryan Kessinger
A brief silence for reflection

Please stand if you are able



HYMN OF THE DAY
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG. Lowell Mason. 1792—1872




CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence

Each petition ends:
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Prayers conclude with:
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:
Peace be with you.



Please be seated.

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC

Special Piano Music

Please stand if you are able.

OFFERTORY ] ELW 188
Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

*+ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
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Jesus, Still Lead On
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Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1 700—1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813—-1897, alt.

Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.
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Disciples Serving: Today Next Sunday

Presider/Supply Ryan Kessinger Pastor Karen Matuska

Assisting Minister: Riley Dunton Cyrisse Cooley

Pianist: Dr. J. Michael Beck Dr. J. Michael Beck

Altar Guild: Cassie Walgren Kathy Lambert & Linda Johnson
Ushers/Greeters: Tony Martinet Jerry Vargues

Counters/Posters: Karen Dunton/Leanne Neu Nancy Piazza/Cassie Walgren
JAM: Children's Sermon Leanne Neu/Connie Wisthoff

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES

22 Josie Martinet

24  Charlotte and Jerry Vargues 59 years
27  Zion Johndon

29  Ryan Kessinger

ANNOUNCEMENTS

t All members are invited to attend a Safe Environment Protocol meeting in the
parlor following church service today. Current changes and suggestions will
be reviewed.

1 It’s time to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars: Eligible Thrivent
Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 31,
2026 to call in to direct any remaining Choice Dollars. Go online or call
1-800-847-4836 and select “Thrivent Choice” to talk to a live person.

1 King of Kings has invited us to join them in their Wednesday Lenten Soup
Suppers and Worship Service. Beginning February 25 - 6:00pm Soup Supper
following by worship service at 7:00pm. Detailed information can be found
in the Tabor Tidbits or posted on our bulletin boards.
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PRAYERS

Members, Friends, Relatives Added by Members
Doris Ask People of Tabor
Shirley Bass People of Tabor
Michael Beck People of Tabor
Robert Bogusch Nephew of Kathy Lambert
Stacie Bowens People of Tabor
Family of Emily Briggs People of Tabor
Pam Cardinal Sister of Clay Kashner
Devin Caveza Grandson of Tony Martinet
John Centa Bowens Family
Fred Cortese Gwen Hedding
Sandy, Tyler and Tori English Friends of Emily Briggs
Vicki Granato Michelle VVargues
Larry Hall Bowens Family
Brian & Geri Helm Bowens Family
Nina Jesmain People of Tabor
Etta Kay Johnson Sister-in-law of Linda Johnson
Linda Johnson People of Tabor
Clay Kashner People of Tabor
Sue Kastelic People of Tabor
Kathy Lambert People of Tabor
Kathy Laney & Family Connie Wisthoff
DJ Nichols Truxell Family
Will Nichols Truxell & Vargues Families
Evelyn Omey Twin sister of Shirley Bass
Andrea Pitre Friend of Emily Briggs
Kimbery Roberts Daughter of Gwen Hedding
Pam Salas People of Tabor
Family of Cheryl Salay People of Tabor
Starcher Family Friends of Emily Briggs
Caitlan Thorne & Family Granddaughter of Kathy Lambert
Justin, Harper & Hazel Tolan Grandson/Great-granddaughters of Denise

Tristano

Marvin Truxell Truxell & Vargues Families
Charlotte Vargues People of Tabor
Linda Wagner Lynn Truxell
Family of Marvin Wisthoff People of Tabor
Sandra Zupan Sister of Ruth Valencia

14



