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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

January 25, 2026        3rd Sunday after Epiphany     9:30 am 

Service of the Word - Holy Communion Setting 3 - ELW Year A  

 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. 

In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have 

seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers 

with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we 

gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the 

good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on pages 13-14. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

GATHERING SONG          Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling                 ELW 582 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                              

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CHILDREN'S  SERMON 

The children are invited to come forward. 

 

 

KYRIE           ELW Setting 3 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God   ELW Setting 3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 

through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm: 27:1, 4-9    Read responsively   
1
 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then 

|
 shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I 
|
 be afraid? 

4
 One thing I ask of the LORD; one 

|
 thing I seek; 

   that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze    

   upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God 
|
 in the temple. 

5
 For in the day of trouble God will 

|
 give me shelter, 

   hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- 
|
 on a rock. 

6
 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies 

|
 who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;  

   I will sing and make music 
|
 to the LORD.  

7
 Hear my voice, O LORD, 

|
 when I call; 

   have mercy on me and 
|
 answer me. 

8
 My heart speaks your message— 

|
 “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, 
|
 I will seek. 

9
 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- 

|
 vant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of 
|
 my   

  salvation  

 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Matthew, the 4th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 4:12-23 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                        

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

REFLECTION          Ryan Kessinger 

A brief silence for reflection. 
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Please stand if you are able 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 798 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 

human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 

for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our 

Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  
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Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       

 

OFFERTORY         ELW 302  Verse 4 only  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

May the triune God, 

who has put a new song in your mouth 

and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                             ELW 841 

 

 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Presider/Supply          Ryan Kessinger                  Pastor Karen Matuska 

Assisting Minister:          Cyrisse Cooley                       Ryan Kessinger 

Pianist:           Dr. J. Michael Beck            Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild:                    Connie Wisthoff           Cassie Walgren       

Ushers/Greeters:             Jackie Cooley             Tony Martinet 

Counters/Posters:           Lynn Truxell/Sue Kastelic            Stacie Bowens/Leanne Neu 

JAM:                              Children's Sermon         Derek Truxell/Emily Briggs       

            

BIRTHDAYS   

     January 26 Debbie Huismann 
 

PRAYERS 

Members, Friends and Relatives   Added by Members          
  Doris Ask     People of Tabor 

  Shirley Bass     People of Tabor 

  Michael Beck     People of Tabor  

  Robert Bogusch    Nephew of  Kathy Lambert 

  Michelle Buttram    Daughter of Julie Buttram 

  Pam Cardinal     Sister of Clay Kashner 

  Devin Caveza     Grandson of Tony Martinet 

  John Centa     Bowens Family 

  Fred Cortese     Gwen Hedding 

  Sandy, Tyler and Tori English  Friends of Emily Briggs 

  Vicki Granato     Michelle Vargues 

  Larry Hall     Bowens Family 

  Brian & Geri Helm    Bowens Family 

  Nina Jesmain     People of Tabor 

  Etta Kay Johnson    Sister-in-law of Linda Johnson 

  Linda Johnson     People of Tabor 

  Clay Kashner     People of Tabor 

  Sue Kastelic     People of Tabor 

  Kathy Lambert    People of Tabor 

  Kathy Laney & Family   Connie Wisthoff 

  DJ Nichols     Truxell Family 

  Will Nichols     Truxell & Vargues Families 

  Evelyn Omey     Twin sister of Shirley Bass 

  Andrea Pitre     Friend of Emily Briggs 

  Kimbery Roberts    Daughter of Gwen Hedding 

 Pam Salas     People of Tabor 

 Family of Cheryl Salay   People of Tabor  

  Starcher Family    Friends of Emily Briggs 

  Caitlan Thorne & Family   Granddaughter of Kathy Lambert 

  Justin, Harper & Hazel Tolan   Grandson/Great-granddaughters of  Denise Tristano 

  Marvin Truxell    Truxell & Vargues Families 

  Charlotte Vargues    People of Tabor 

  Linda Wagner     Lynn Truxell 

  Family of Marvin Wisthoff   People of Tabor 

  Sandra Zupan     Sister of Ruth Valencia 
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