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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 December 14, 2025        3rd Sunday of Advent     9:30 am 

Service of the Word - Holy Communion Setting 3 - ELW Year A  

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and 

transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the 

Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy 

supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and 

love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s 

advent among us. 

 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on pages 15-18. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

ADVENT HYMN:            Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah          ELW 240 

Sing Verse 3 Only 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose home is heaven and earth, 

whose salvation is sure. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves 

for the peace and security only you can provide. 

We reach for swords and spears, 

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 

We become impatient while waiting 

and weary of keeping awake. 

Free us from self-reliance, 

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 

Increase our trust in God’s timing, 

and awaken us to your advent among us, 

that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 

Amen. 
 

God judges us not as we deserve, 

but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, 

saved by grace, 

and ready to welcome the Savior. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING 
 

GATHERING SONG                                  ELW 264 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                              

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE           ELW Setting 3 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God   ELW Setting 3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 

coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

A Dramatization of the Christmas Gospel 
  

Luke 2:1-20 

 

The First Noel   Verse 1 

 The first Noel the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Matthew 2:1-11 
 

Away in a Manger   All Verses 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

  

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

  

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

     and fit us for heaven, to live with you there  
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WORD 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm: 146:5-10     Read responsively   
      5

 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob 
|
 for their help, 

  whose hope is in the 
|
 LORD their God; 

 
6
 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that 

|
 is in them; 

  who keeps promis- 
|
 es forever; 

 
7
 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to 

|
 those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the 
|
 captive free. 

 
8
 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who 

|
 are 

 bowed down; the LORD 
|
 loves the righteous.  

 
9
 The LORD cares 

|
 for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way 
|
 of the             

        wicked. 

 
10

 The LORD shall 
|
 reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
|
 Hallelujah!  

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  James 5:7-10 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Matthew, the 11th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:2-11 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                        

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 715 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come.  

Amen 
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Please be seated.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       
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OFFERTORY            ELW 723 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Nourishing God, 

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 

that we may rejoice and be for the world 

signs of your kingdom come. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 

and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                             ELW 248 

 

 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Presider/Supply          Cyrisse Cooley                    Riley Dunton 

Assisting Minister:          Riley Dunton                       Ryan Kessinger 

Pianist:           Dr. J. Michael Beck            Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild:                     Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson      Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson       

Ushers/Greeters:             Jerry Vargues              Jerry Vargues 

Counters/Posters:            Karen Dunton/Leanne Neu      Lynn Truxell/Charlotte Vargues        

JAM:                               Christmas Program        Connie Wisthoff/Derek Truxell 

             

 

 

     

 ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

ɫ Today is the last day to purchase a Poinsettia plant. The cost is $12 each plant.  

Please fill out an order form (available in the Narthex) for each plant ordered 

and place in the Poinsettia envelope and turn in with your offering, welcome 

slip or to the church office.  Plants may be taken home after Christmas Eve 

service.  

 

ɫ If any child would like to sing in the Children's Choir on Christmas Eve, 

please contact Denise Tristano at 719-251-9920 

 

ɫ Christmas Eve service will be at 6:00pm on Wednesday, December 24th. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

  

 December  15  Gary Ayala - Zapien 

 December 20  Jordan Wisthoff 
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PRAYERS 

 

Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          

Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass      People of Tabor 

Michael Beck      People of Tabor  

Robert Bogusch      Nephew of  Kathy Lambert 

Pam Cardinal      Sister of Clay Kashner 

Devin Caveza      Grandson of Tony Martinet 

John Centa       Bowens Family 

Sandy, Tyler and Tori English   Friends of Emily Briggs 

Virgie Giannetto      Lynn Truxell 

Vicki Granato      Michelle Vargues 

Larry Hall       Bowens Family 

Brian & Geri Helm     Bowens Family 

Nina Jesmain      People of Tabor 

Etta Kay Johnson      Sister-in-law of Linda Johnson 

Linda Johnson      People of Tabor 

Clay Kashner      People of Tabor 

Sue Kastelic      People of Tabor 

Kathy Lambert      People of Tabor 

Kathy Laney & Family     Connie Wisthoff 

Stefanie Montes      Bowens Family 

DJ Nichols       Truxell Family 

Will Nichols      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Evelyn Omey      Twin sister of Shirley Bass 

Andrea Pitre      Friend of Emily Briggs 

Kenzie Roberts      Granddaughter of Gwen Hedding 

Kimberly Roberts      Daughter of Gwen Hedding 
Pam Salas       People of Tabor 

Family of Cheryl Salay     People of Tabor  

Starcher Family      Friends of Emily Briggs 

Caitlan Thorne & Family    Granddaughter of Kathy Lambert 

Justin, Harper & Hazel Tolan    Grandson/Great-granddaughters of   

         Denise Tristano 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Charlotte Vargues     People of Tabor 

Linda Wagner      Lynn Truxell 

Sandra Zupan      Sister of Ruth Valencia 
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