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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

January 12, 2025 Baptism of Our Lord 9:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Setting 3 - ELW Year C

INTRODUCTION

Today'’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption
as God'’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty
God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . .. fire.” On this day the
heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved,
Jesus, in bread and wine.

PRELUDE
Announcements are on pages 18.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for
sending you to Tabor.

Please stand if you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by name. You are mine.”
In + Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.

Refreshed by the waters of mercy,

live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

GATHERING

GATHERING SONG Shall We Gather at the River

ELW 423



Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath - er at the r1iv - er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash -ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv - er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold - en day.
grace our spir -its will de -liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of  peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath—er at the riv -er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful v - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
The children are invited to come forward.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW Setting 3

==
—

P A
V4V
- o o g o
J%B—H o L E— L E—
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
0 i — —
ESeSESs Ss ===~
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -ly Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Psalm: Psalm: 29 Read responsively

! Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- ! ry and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- ! ty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
* The voice of the LORD is a pow- "erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a ' voice of splendor. R
> The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
®the LorD makes Lebanon skip ! like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a ' young wild ox.
" The voice ! of the LORD
bursts forth in ! lightning flashes.
® The voice of the LORD ! shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- ! ness of Kadesh. R
% The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the ! forests bare.
And in the temple of the LoRD all are | crying, “Glory!”
*The LoRob sits enthroned a- ! bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
10 LoRb, give strength ! to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace
6



SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand if you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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N &
# e o 5 » ‘j
':'J“ L P — — o
words of e - ter - nal Dfe. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

The Holy gospel according to Luke, the 3rd Chapter.

Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON
A brief silence for reflection.

Pastor Karen Matuska



Please stand if you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 445

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
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I Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.

2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by vyour milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.

Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo - ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot- steps; free from sin and all 1ts snares,
We  vyour peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - bom.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir -it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in  liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil- dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans- form!

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text @ 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.



CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence

Each petition ends:
God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

Prayers conclude with:
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.
MEAL

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:
Peace be with you.



Please be seated.
OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC
Special Piano Music

Please stand if you are able.
OFFERTORY

This Little Light of Mine

ELW 677
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-’ry - where I g0, I’'m goin-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me I’'m goin"-a let it shine:
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 'ty - where 1 g0, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
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this 1lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’ -a let it shine,
ev - 'ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let 1t shine, let 1t shine, let 1t shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935
Arr. ©@ Horace Clarence Boyer, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory...

...we await his coming in glory.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen

12



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to
share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of Holy Communion. The real presence
of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.
Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer.

Please let the usher know if you need assistance.

13



Please be seated.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 471
Please repeat until Communion is complete

Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let wus break bread to - geth-er on  our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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Text: African A merican spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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Please stand if you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God
* bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to
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Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, you are my
Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and
Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God!
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my
Here youlearned how much I love you, what I can
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and

ELW 543
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my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der "com - fort stilled you.



Disciples Serving:  Today Next Sunday
Presider/Supply Pastor Karen Matuska Pastor Dominic Palacios
Assisting Minister: Jerry Vargues Cyrisse Cooley

Pianist: Dr. J. Michael Beck Dr. J. Michael Beck

Altar Guild: Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson  Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson
Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley Jackie Cooley

Counters: Karen Dunton/Leanne Neu Nancy Piazza/Cassie Walgren
JAM: Children's Sermon Stacie Bowens/*need helper*

PRAYERS

Members, Friends and Relatives

Added by Members

Doris Ask

Shirley Bass

Robert Bogusch

Pam Cardinal

John Centa

Shirley DeRungs

Virgie Giannetto

Nina Jesmain

Sue Kastelic

Will Nichols

Arlis Petersen

Audrey and Andrea Pitre
Pam Salas

Starcher Family

Caitlan Thorne & Family
Marvin Truxell
Charlotte Vargues

People of Tabor

People of Tabor

Nephew of Kathy Lambert
Sister of Clay Kashner
Bowens Family

People of Tabor

Lynn Truxell

People of Tabor

People of Tabor

Truxell & Vargues Families
Mother of Leanne Neu
Friends of Emily Briggs
People of Tabor

Friends of Emily Briggs
Granddaughter of Kathy Lambert
Truxell & Vargues Families
People of Tabor

Linda Wagner Lynn Truxell
BIRTHDAYS
January 12 Lavonne Mueller
January 14 Cassie Walgren
ANNOUNCEMENTS

t All committees need to have their annual reports in to Julie by today.
t Lay Ministry Meeting schedule: Monday, January 13, 2025 at 6:30pm and Sunday,
January 19 after worship.
t We need volunteers to help with JAM for January and February. Sign-up sheet is on
the table in the Narthex.
1 Tabor's Annual Budget Meeting will be on Sunday, January 26, 2025.
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