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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

December 31, 2023 1% Sunday of Christmas 9:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Setting 3—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran book of Worship) year B

INTRODUCTION

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures,
and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join
the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often
sung after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the assembled
community and have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet
Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world.

PRELUDE
Announcements are on pages 18.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for
sending you to Tabor.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Word made flesh,

our life and our salvation.

Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior,
let us confess our sin,

Silence is kept for reflection.



God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people,
and call us to be messengers of your peace.

We confess that too often we hoard our joy,

our resources, and our security.

We nurture conflict and build barriers.

We neglect the needs of our neighbors

and ignore the groaning of creation.

Have mercy on us.

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.
Where we are reluctant, give us courage.
Where we are cynical, restore our trust.

Renew us with your grace

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.
Amen.

Hear the good news:

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

In & Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth

shall know the salvation of God.

Amen.

Please stand if you are able.

GATHERING

GATHERING SONG What Child is This

ELW 296



What Child Is This
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1 What child i1s this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep -ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es - tate where ox and ass are feed - 1ng?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep -ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear;

plead - ing.

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the

cross be

borne for

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this 1is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an - gels sing;

me, for you;

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy,  joy. for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW Setting 3
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on ecarth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who
came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10—62:3
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Psalm: Psalm 148 Read responsively
lHaIIeIujah! Praise the LorD ! from the heavens;
praise God ! in the heights.
?Praise the LORD, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you "hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
*Praise the LORD, heav- ! en of heavens,
and you waters a- ' bove the heavens.
>Let them praise the name ! of the LORD,
who commanded, and they ! were created,
who made them stand fast forev- ! er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
"Praise the LorD ! from the earth,
you sea monsters ' and all deeps;
%fire and hail, ' snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ' ing God’s will;
*mountains ' and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;



Usovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers ' of the world:;
2young ' men and maidens,
old and ! young together.
B3|t them praise the name ! of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
“The LoRD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all ! faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near
the Lorp. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand if you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

The Holy gospel according to Luke, the 2nd Chapter,
Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL.: Luke 2:22-40
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

Please be seated.



SERMON Pastor Bob Kippley
A brief silence for reflection.

Please stand if you are able
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 293

That Boy-Child of Mary
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a man - ger his cra - dle in Beth - le - hem.
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1 What shall we call him, child of the man - ger?
2 His name 1s Je - sus, God ev - er with us,
3 How can he save us, how can he help us,
4 Gift of the Fa - ther, to hu-man moth - er
Refrain
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What name  is giv. - en in Beth-le - hem?
God giv - en for us in Beth-le - hem.
born  here a - mong us in  Beth-le - hem?
makes lnm  our broth - er m Beth-le - hem.
5 One with the Father, 6 Gladly we praise him,
he 1s our Savior, love and adore him,
heaven-sent helper give ourselves to him
in Bethlehem. in Bethlehem.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000
Music: BLANTYRE, Malawi traditional; adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.
A brief silence

Each petition ends:
Hear us O God,
Your mercy is great.

Prayers conclude with:

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant
grace.

Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:
Peace be with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC
Special Piano Music

Please stand if you are able.

OFFERTORY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242
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Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her - ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win - ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, SO warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’n - ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er.
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap - ons be bro - ken a - sun - der.
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

12



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory...

...we await his coming in glory.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Glory to God in the highest!
Come to the table of peace.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to
share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of Holy Communion. The real presence
of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.
Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer.

Please let the usher know if you need assistance.
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Please be seated.
COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Please repeat until Communion is complete
Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup
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Bread of life, cup of love, we Tre-joice in your pres-ence.
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1 will bless the Lord at all umes, praise with heart and voice:

2 Look up - on the Lord, be ra - diant, nev - er turn @ a - way.

3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and ill.

4  Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.
g Refrain
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in my God 1 glo - ry for -ev - er: lis - ten and Te - joice!
God will save in ev - 'ty af - flic - tion, hear wus when we pray.
Those who seek the Lord will lack noth-ing; taste, and have your fill.
Rise to tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er, won-drous deeds pro - claim!

Text: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, refrain; With One Voice, stanzas, bascd on Ps. 34
Music: STONERIDGE, Jeremy Young
Text and music © 1995 Auesburg Fortress.



Please stand if you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our redeemer,

you have fed us at this table

with gifts of grace, truth, and life.

As you have gathered us in joy,

send us forth as messengers of your peace.

Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God bless you and keep you,

* Jesus grant you grace and truth,

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,
now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Let All Together Praise Our God
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Let All Together Praise Our God
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man - ger in a stall, a man - ger in a stall.
clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky  with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your glo - ry mag - ni - fy.
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5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
Christ the Savior i

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

s born!

Thanks be to God!

17

6 Unlock the door again today
that leads to paradise;
the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!




Disciples Serving: Today Next Sunday

Assisting Minister: Jerry Vargues Riley Dunton
Presider: Pastor Bob Kippley Pastor Karen Matuska
Pianist: Dr. J. Michael Beck Dr. J. Michael Beck
Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson
Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley Marvin Wisthoff/Jeff Jesmain
Counters: Clay Kashner/Charlotte Vargues  Kathy Lambert/Sue Kastelic
JAM: No JAM — Christmas Break Cyrisse Cooley
PRAYERS
Members, Friends and Relatives Added by Members
Doris Ask People of Tabor
Shirley Bass People of Tabor
Shirley DeRungs People of Tabor
Virgie Giannetto Lynn Truxell
Nina Jesmain People of Tabor
Clay Kashner People of Tabor
Cheryl Ostern Sister of Sue Kastelic
Sydney Pine Truxell Family
Pounds Family Friends of Kastelic Family
Pam Salas People of Tabor
The Stone/Pilakowski Family Truxell Family
The Tristano Family People of Tabor
Marvin Truxell Truxell & Vargues Families
Linda Wagner Lynn Truxell
Brooklyn Youngblood Janis Youngblood
BIRTHDAYS

January 2 Ali Truxell

January 3 Shirley Bass

January 3 Pam Salas

January 4 Sarah Johnson

January 5 Janis Youngblood-Pine

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Tabor's Annual Budget Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024.
All Committees need to have their annual reports in to Julie by Jan 14, 2024
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