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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

December 24, 2023       Nativity of our Lord-Christmas Eve  6:00pm service 
       Holy Communion Setting 3—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship Year B) 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  

In winter's deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares 

that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless 

peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ 

brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus' birth is good and 

joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that 

shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 

 
 

PRELUDE            

 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this evening, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor.  

 

 

Please stand if you are able 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           O Little Town of Bethlehem                        ELW 279 

music on page 3 
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GREETING   

Today Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia!  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                   ELW 296     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued on page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7              
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 96                     Read responsively  

 
1
Sing to the LORD a new song; 

     sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

     proclaim God's salvation from day to day. 
3
Declare God's glory among the nations 

     and God's wonders among all peoples. 
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

     more to be feared than all gods.    
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

     but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

     power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

     ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

     bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.    
 9
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

     tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
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10
Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! 

     The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 

     will judge the peoples with equity." 
11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

     let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

     let the field be joyful and all that is therein
 

12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

     at your coming, O LORD, 
     for you come to judge the earth. 
13

You will judge the world with righteousness 

     and the peoples with your truth.    

 

 

 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14        
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Pease stand if you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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The Holy gospel according to Luke, the 2
nd

 Chapter.   

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]                                  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                     The children are invited to come forward.           

Gifts are given to the children. 

 

 

 

SERMON                                                                                 Pastor Karen Matuska 

 

A brief silence for reflection   

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   The First Noel                                     ELW 300                                                                                                                    
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for 

ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 

A brief silence.  

 

Each petition ends: 

Hear us O God, 

Your mercy is great.  
 

Prayers conclude with: 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant 

grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

 

Choral Anthem  One Small Child   

with invitation for the congregation to join in for O come All Ye Faithful and Hark 

the Herald Angels Sing 

 

words to hymns on page 11 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful  
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, 

 born the king of angels: 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful (cont'd) 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

 born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

 Word of the Father, 

 now in flesh appearing: 

 

O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 



12 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, 

receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 



13 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

 

Again, after supper … 

…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Through him, with him, in him,                                                                                                              

in the unity of the Holy spirit,                                                                                                                    

all honor and glory is yours almighty Father,                                                                          

now and forever.   

Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to 

share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence  

of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.   

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 
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Please be seated. 

COMMUNION SONG                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN         Away in the Manger                ELW 277 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God our redeemer, 

you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

USHERS WILL DISTRIBUTE AND LIGHT CANDLES 
 

Please rise if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN:    Joy to the World     EWL 267 
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SENDING 

 

 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, 

+ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

USHERS WILL DARKEN THE SANCTUARY  

Parents, please be mindful of your children’s safety with the lit candle, especially 

as we darken the sanctuary.  

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN                Silent Night                                              ELW 267 
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DISMISSAL  

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Merry Christmas to all and thank you for coming! 

Tabor is blessed by your presence this Christmas Eve! 

 

 

Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Assisting Minister:  Cyrisse Cooley        Jerry Vargues 

Presider:             Pastor Karen Matuska          Pastor Bob Kippley 

Pianist:   Dr. J. Michael Beck       Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic         Sue Kastelic 

Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley             Jackie Cooley 

Counters: Stacie Bowens/Sue Kastelic      Clay Kashner/Charlotte Vargues       

JAM: Children's Sermon         Christmas Break - No JAM 

             

      

PRAYERS 

Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          

Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass      People of Tabor 

Shirley DeRungs      People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto      Lynn Truxell 

Nina Jesmain      People of Tabor 

Clay Kashner      People of Tabor 

Cheryl Ostern      Sister of Sue Kastelic 

Sydney Pine      Truxell Family 

Pounds Family      Friends of Kastelic Family 

Pam Salas       People of Tabor  

The Stone/Pilakowski Family    Truxell Family 

The Tristano Family     People of Tabor 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Linda Wagner      Lynn Truxell 

Brooklyn Youngblood     Janis Youngblood 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES   

  

 December  25  Eric Dunton 

 December 28  Karl Wisthoff 

 December 29  Vicki Moore 

 December 30  Jeff & Nina Jesmain  34 years 
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Christmas Poinsettias 2023 

 

 

Bowens Family   In Honor of being Baptized into Tabor 

 

Jackie & Cyrisse Cooley In Memory of Doug & Salley Grady, Jack Cooley and  

     Denise Schulz 

 

Larry Hall    In Honor of Don & Gene Hall 

      

Jeff & Nina Jesmain  In Memory of Frank & Florence Jesmain 

     In Memory of Roy & Mildred Anderson 

 

Linda Johnson   In Memory of Ted, Roberta and RoseAnn Snyder 

 

Steve & Kathy Miedziak In Honor and Glory of God 

 

Darrell & Leanne Neu  In Memory of Dan, Pauline and Mary Bea Neu 

     In Memory of Leonard & Lance Petersen 

 

Shirley Regan   In Memory of John Regan 

 


