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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December 17, 2023     3
rd

 Sunday of Advent   9:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion Setting 3—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran book of Worship) year B 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

"Rejoice always," begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist 

make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. "All 

God's children got a robe," go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, 

formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. 

We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God's 

party. 

 
 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on pages 20-22. 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 
 

ADVENT HYMN:            Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah          ELW 240 

Sing Verse 3 Only 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who opens the heavens 

and draws near to us with salvation. 

Amen. 
 

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 

Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

      

Everlasting God, 

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 

that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 

We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 

We choose comfort over courage. 

We are careless with creation’s bounty. 

Look upon us with mercy. 

Turn our hearts again to you. 

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 

for the sake of our waiting world. 

Amen. 
 

Hear these words of assurance: 

God clothes you with garments of salvation 

and covers you with robes of righteousness. 

In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

God’s covenant is eternal, 

and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand if you are able.   
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GATHERING 

GATHERING SONG                                        ELW 248 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                              

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CHILDREN GO TO JAM                                                                                    
The Children are invited to come forward.  The children are dismissed for 

Children’s Jam, Sunday School, returning during the Peace. 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God   ELW Setting 3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words 

of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm: Psalm 126    Read responsively   
1
When the LORD restored the for- 

|
 tunes of Zion, 

 then were we like 
|
 those who dream. 

2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

 and our tongue with 
|
 shouts of joy. 

 Then they said among the nations, 

 "The LORD has done great 
|
 things for them." 

3
The LORD has done great 

|
 things for us, 

 and we are 
|
 glad indeed. 

4
Restore our for- 

|
 tunes, O LORD, 

 like the watercourses 
|
 of the Negeb.   

5
Those who 

|
 sowed with tears 

 will reap with 
|
 songs of joy.  

6
Thse who go out weeping, carry- 

|
 ing the seed, 

 will come again with joy, shoulder- 
|
 ing their sheaves.  

  
 

 

SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to John, the 1st Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                        

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                                                                               Pastor Mark Patzke 

 

A brief silence for reflection. 

 

 

Please stand if you are able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 239 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come.  

Amen 
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Please be seated.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who await God’s day of restoration. 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

Prayers conclude with: 

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great 

and everlasting mercy. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       
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OFFERTORY            ELW 242 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God our provider, 

by your merciful hand 

abundance springs up from the earth. 

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 

Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 

and faithfulness for all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
 

'It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory… 

 

…we await his coming in glory. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

  

…be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. 

Come, take your place at the table. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to 

share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence  

of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.   

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 
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Please be seated. 

 

COMMUNION SONG                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN        I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light     ELW 815 

Please repeat until Communion is complete 
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Please stand if you are able. 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Generous God, 

in bread and cup you have revealed your glory 

for all people to see together. 

Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 

your good news of liberation and release, 

brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The God of peace bless you, 

the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 

and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN             My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness    ELW 251 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Assisting Minister:  Ryan Kessinger        Cyrisse Cooley 

Presider:             Pastor Mark Patzke          Pastor Karen Matuska 

Pianist:   Dr. J. Michael Beck       Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic         Sue Kastelic 

Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley             Jackie Cooley 

Counters: Leanne Neu         Stacie Bowens/Sue Kastelic       

JAM: Stacie Bowens/Connie Wisthoff      Children's Sermon             

      

 

 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          

Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass      People of Tabor 

Shirley DeRungs     People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto     Lynn Truxell 

Nina Jesmain      People of Tabor 

Clay Kashner      People of Tabor 

Cheryl Ostern      Sister of Sue Kastelic 

Sydney Pine      Truxell Family 

Pounds Family      Friends of Kastelic Family 

Pam Salas       People of Tabor  

The Stone/Pilakowski Family   Truxell Family 

The Tristano Family     People of Tabor 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Linda Wagner      Lynn Truxell 

Brooklyn Youngblood    Janis Youngblood 
 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

  

 December  20  Jordon Wisthoff 

 December 21  Kathy & Steve Miedziak  49 years 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Christmas Eve Choir will rehearse immediately following the Sunday service 

today, December 17th  with participation during the 4:30pm December 24th 

service.     Helen Philipsen (719-485-3190) 

 

 The time on our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service has 

changed to 6:00pm, December 24th. 
 

 Tabor's Annual Budget Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024.  

All Committees need to have their annual reports in to Julie by January 7, 

2024 
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