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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December 10, 2023     2
nd

 Sunday of Advent   9:30 a.m. 

Service of the Word -—ELW Setting 3 - year B 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so 

that nothing gets in the way of the Lord's coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the 

context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to 

repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah 

calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, "See, 

your God is coming!" We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with 

our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 

 

PRELUDE 

Announcements are on pages 12-14. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

ADVENT HYMN:            Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah          ELW 240 

Sing Verse 2 Only 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who opens the heavens 

and draws near to us with salvation. 

Amen. 
 

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 

Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

      

Everlasting God, 

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. 

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness 

that make us reluctant to work against oppression. 

We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 

We choose comfort over courage. 

We are careless with creation’s bounty. 

Look upon us with mercy. 

Turn our hearts again to you. 

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways 

for the sake of our waiting world. 

Amen. 
 

Hear these words of assurance: 

God clothes you with garments of salvation 

and covers you with robes of righteousness. 

In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

God’s covenant is eternal, 

and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand if you are able.  
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GATHERING 
 

GATHERING SONG                                  ELW 264 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                              

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 

A Dramatization of the Christmas Gospel 
  

Luke 2:1-20 

 

 

The First Noel   Verse 1 

 The first Noel the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

 

Matthew 2:1-11 
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Away in a Manger   All Verses 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

  

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

  

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

     and fit us for heaven, to live with you there  

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Mark, the 1st Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark  1:1-8 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                        

Praise to you O Christ. 
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Please stand if you are able 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW 246 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come.  

Amen 
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Please be seated.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who await God’s day of restoration. 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 

 

Prayers conclude with: 

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great 

and everlasting mercy. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       
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OFFERTORY            ELW 242 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God our provider, 

by your merciful hand 

abundance springs up from the earth. 

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 

Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 

and faithfulness for all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

 LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The God of peace bless you, 

the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 

and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                             ELW 796 

 

 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Assisting Minister:  Riley Dunton        Ryan Kessinger 

Presider:             Cyrisse Cooley (leader)          Pastor Mark Patzke 

Pianist:   Dr. J. Michael Beck       Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic         Sue Kastelic 

Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley             Jackie Cooley 

Counters: Kathy & Steve/Cassie Walgren       Leanne Neu       

JAM: Christmas Program        Stacie Bowens/Connie Wisthoff 

            

      

 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          

Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass      People of Tabor 

Shirley DeRungs     People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto     Lynn Truxell 

Nina Jesmain      People of Tabor 

Clay Kashner      People of Tabor 

Cheryl Ostern      Sister of Sue Kastelic 

Sydney Pine      Truxell Family 

Pounds Family      Friends of Kastelic Family 

Pam Salas       People of Tabor  

The Stone/Pilakowski Family   Truxell Family 

The Tristano Family     People of Tabor 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Linda Wagner      Lynn Truxell 

Brooklyn Youngblood    Janis Youngblood 
 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

  

 December  11  Jacob Wisthoff 

 December 12  Sue Kastelic 

 December 15  Gary Ayala-Zapien 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 The Youth will be selling Breakfast Burritos after worship today along with 

some "Football Snack Baskets" to help them raise money for Rainbow Trail 

camp. 

 

 Christmas Eve Choir will rehearse immediately following the Sunday service 

today,  December 10th and on December 17th with participation during the 

4:30pm December 24th service.     Helen Philipsen (719-485-3190) 

 

 Help decorate our sanctuary during the Christmas Season by purchasing a 

Poinsettia plant. The cost will be $12 each plant.  Please fill out an order 

form (available in the Narthex) for each plant ordered and place in the 

Poinsettia envelope and turn in with your offering, welcome slip or to the 

church office.  Orders must be turned in by today Sunday, December 10th.       

Plants may be taken home after Christmas Eve service. 
 

 Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Sunday, December 24th at 

4:30pm. 
 

 Tabor's Annual Budget Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024.  

All Committees need to have their annual reports in to Julie by January 7, 

2024. 
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