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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

December 10, 2023 2" Sunday of Advent 9:30 a.m.
Service of the Word -—ELW Setting 3 - year B

INTRODUCTION

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so
that nothing gets in the way of the Lord's coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the
context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to
repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah
calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, "'See,
your God is coming!" We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with
our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

PRELUDE
Announcements are on pages 12-14.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for
sending you to Tabor.

ADVENT HYMN: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240
Sing Verse 2 Only
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

1
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent -1y lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He iIs com - ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be  shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who opens the heavens

and draws near to us with salvation.
Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.

We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness
that make us reluctant to work against oppression.
We are complicit in systems of exploitation.

We choose comfort over courage.

We are careless with creation’s bounty.

Look upon us with mercy.

Turn our hearts again to you.

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways
for the sake of our waiting world.

Amen.

Hear these words of assurance:

God clothes you with garments of salvation
and covers you with robes of righteousness.
In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.

God’s covenant is eternal,

and God’s blessing rests upon us all.
Amen.

Please stand if you are able.



GATHERING

GATHERING SONG ELW 264

Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar - ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
~
ﬁﬁf — : J o ® aal- =
P == === =c
. . , S , f
Refrain J—
2 ST & e
 {am : - ’_d |

-
S e g =

Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

A Dramatization of the Christmas Gospel

Luke 2:1-20

The First Noel Verse 1
The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Matthew 2:1-11



Away in a Manger

1

All VVerses

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

| love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there

Please stand if you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

N &
4 ﬁ o ——— ih P S———
i — s —
Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of ¢ -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

The Holy gospel according to Mark, the 1st Chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.




Please stand if you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 246

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!
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I Hark! a thrill-ing voice 1s sound-ing!“Christ 1s near,” we hear it say.
2 Wak-ened by the sol-emn warn-ing, from earth’sbond-age let us rise;
3 See the Lamb,so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don down from heav’n.
4 So, when next he comesin glo -1y and the world 1s wrapped in fear,
5 Hon-or, glo-ry, might,and bless-ing to the Fa-ther and the Son
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a - way the works of dark-ness, all you chil-dren of the day
Christ,our sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling, shinesup - on the morn-ing skies.

'M

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889

Let us haste, with tears of sor-row, one and all, to be for-giv'n;
he  will shield us with his mer-cy and with words of love draw near.
with the ev -er - last-ing Spir-it while un-end-ing a - ges run!
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.,

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come.
Amen



Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
who await God’s day of restoration.
A brief silence

Each petition ends:

Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

Prayers conclude with:

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great

and everlasting mercy.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:
Peace be with you.

Please be seated.
OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC
Special Piano Music

Please stand if you are able.



OFFERTORY ELW 242
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her - ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light SO
dark the win - ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, SO warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
n ﬂ 1 A A
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’n - ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - Dbove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er.
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap - ons be bro - ken a - sun - der.
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God our provider,

by your merciful hand

abundance springs up from the earth.

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty.
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love

and faithfulness for all people,

through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.
SENDING

BLESSING

The God of peace bless you,

the love of Christ sustain you in hope,

and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you
now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

How Firm a Foundation

ELW 796
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ’'ry tri - als your path way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for | am your God and will still give you aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup ply.
my sov - ’‘reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to you he has said
rn strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - 1ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o0 - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvinns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God!
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Disciples Serving:

Today

Next Sunday

Assisting Minister:
Presider:

Pianist:

Altar Guild:
Ushers/Greeters:
Counters:

JAM:

Riley Dunton

Cyrisse Cooley (leader)

Dr. J. Michael Beck
Sue Kastelic
Jackie Cooley

Kathy & Steve/Cassie Walgren

Christmas Program

Ryan Kessinger
Pastor Mark Patzke
Dr. J. Michael Beck
Sue Kastelic

Jackie Cooley
Leanne Neu

Stacie Bowens/Connie Wisthoff

PRAYERS

Members, Friends and Relatives

Added by Members

Doris Ask
Shirley Bass
Shirley DeRungs
Virgie Giannetto
Nina Jesmain
Clay Kashner
Cheryl Ostern
Sydney Pine
Pounds Family
Pam Salas

The Stone/Pilakowski Family

The Tristano Family

Marvin Truxell
Linda Wagner

Brooklyn Youngblood

December 11

December 12
December 15

People of Tabor

People of Tabor

People of Tabor

Lynn Truxell

People of Tabor

People of Tabor

Sister of Sue Kastelic
Truxell Family

Friends of Kastelic Family
People of Tabor

Truxell Family

People of Tabor

Truxell & Vargues Families
Lynn Truxell

Janis Youngblood

BIRTHDAYS

Jacob Wisthoff
Sue Kastelic

Gary Ayala-Zapien



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Youth will be selling Breakfast Burritos after worship today along with
some "Football Snack Baskets" to help them raise money for Rainbow Trail
camp.

Christmas Eve Choir will rehearse immediately following the Sunday service
today, December 10th and on December 17th with participation during the
4:30pm December 24th service.  Helen Philipsen (719-485-3190)

Help decorate our sanctuary during the Christmas Season by purchasing a
Poinsettia plant. The cost will be $12 each plant. Please fill out an order
form (available in the Narthex) for each plant ordered and place in the
Poinsettia envelope and turn in with your offering, welcome slip or to the
church office. Orders must be turned in by today Sunday, December 10th.
Plants may be taken home after Christmas Eve service.

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Sunday, December 24th at
4:30pm.

Tabor's Annual Budget Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024.
All Committees need to have their annual reports in to Julie by January 7,
2024.
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The Christimas Brogram il be held s
Sunaay, December 107 during worshp

The Youth will be selling Breakfast
. @, Burritos after aworship on December
10th along with some “Football Snack
Baskets” to help them raise money for
Rainbow Trail camp.

i 1| Tabors Annual Budget
Budget § Meeting will be on Sunday,

Meeting

January 28, 2024. All
Committees need to have
their annual reports in to
Julie by January 14, 2024.

FPease remmember to bring your food tems
o #il the ittle Red Wagorn in the Narthex.
Donations go to the PCC Stuaent

TABOR TIDBITS WEEKLY UPDATE

Decembey 7, 2023

CHRISTMAS EVE

o

2:30pm

Christmas Eve Choir will rehearse
immediately following Sunday service
on December 10th and December
17th with participation during the
4:30pm December 24th service.
Helen Philipsen (719-485-3190)

Help decorate our sanctuary during the Christmas
Season by purchasing a Poinsettia plant. The

Food Pantry: costwill be $12 each plant. Please fill out an
. order form (available in the Narthex) for each
q ] { plant ordered and place in the Poinsettia
=, _;_I_i'_ ~= ! ays‘ envelope and turn in with your offering, welcome
slip or to the church office. Orders must be
December 1f Jacob Wlsﬁhog tunfed in by Sunday, December 10th. Plants
December 12 Sue Kastelic , may be taken home after Christmas Eve service.
December 15 Gary Ayala-Zapien
Disciples Serving:  Sunday December 10 Sundayv December 17
Assisting Minister: Riley Dunton Ryan Kessinger
Presider: Cyrisse Cooley (leader) Pastor Mark Patzke
Pastor Pianist: Dr. J. Michael Beck Dr. J. Michael Beck
Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic Sue Kastelic
Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley Jackie Cooley
Counters: Kathy & Steve/Cassie Walgren Leanne Neu
JAM: Christmas Program Stacie Bowens/Connie Wisthoff
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