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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 September 3, 2023        13th Sunday after Pentecost  9:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion Setting 10—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran book of Worship) year A 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in 

God's words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn't grasp Jesus' words about 

suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such 

sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly 

and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might 

offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. 

 

PRELUDE 
Announcements are on page 18. 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be God, 

the one who forms us, 

+ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

Amen. 
 

Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, 

yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed 

by the world's violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have 

for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 

from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you 

and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 

God's justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God's compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN          Son of God, Eternal Savior     ELW 655 
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God  ELW Setting 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 

the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

 

Please be seated. 
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WORD 

 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8     Read responsively 

 
1
Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived 

|
 with integrity; 

 I have trusted in the LORD and 
|
 have not faltered. 

2
Test me, O 

|
 LORD, and try me; 

 examine my heart 
|
 and my mind. 

3
For your steadfast love is be- 

|
 fore my eyes; 

 I have walked faithful- 
|
 ly with you. 

4
I have not sat 

|
 with the worthless, 

 nor do I consort with 
|
 the deceitful.    

5
I have hated the company of 

|
 evildoers; 

 I will not sit down 
|
 with the wicked. 

6
I will wash my hands in inno- 

|
 cence, O LORD, 

 that I may go in procession 
|
 round your altar, 

7
singing aloud a song 

|
 of thanksgiving 

 and recounting all your won- 
|
 derful deeds. 

8
LORD, I love the house in 

|
 which you dwell 

 and the place where your glo- 
|
 ry abides.    

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 12:9-21 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Matthew, the 16th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:21-28 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 
 

SERMON          Pastor Karen Matuska 

A brief silence for reflection.   

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Will You Come and Follow Me    ELW 798 
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Please be seated. 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 

creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 

 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

Merciful God, 

Receive our prayer. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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MEAL 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

Please be seated. 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music     

 

Please stand if you are able.       

OFFERTORY            ELW 188 

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of power, God of plenty, 

all things belong to you. 

We bring your gifts to the table, 

that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father… 

 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

 

Through him, with him, in him,                                                                                                              

in the unity of the Holy spirit,                                                                                                                    

all honor and glory is yours almighty Father,                                                                          

now and forever.   

Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table. 

Come, eat and live. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to 

share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence of 

Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.  Gluten 

free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 
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Please be seated. 

COMMUNION SONG                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN             For the Beauty of the Earth   ELW 879 

 

Please repeat until Communion is complete 
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Please stand if you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Blessed be your name, O God, 

for we have feasted on your Word, 

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 

Strengthened by this food, 

send us to gather the world to your banquet, 

where none are left out and all are satisfied. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The God of glory, 

+ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 

and the Spirit who lives in you, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN            Bind us Together   WOV 748 
                            

 



17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Disciples Serving:  Today         Next Sunday  
Assisting Minister:  Ryan Kessinger                 Jerry Vargues             

Presider:             Pastor Karen Matuska          Pastor Dominic Palacios 

Pianist:   Dr. J. Michael Beck       Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic/Charlotte Vargues      Sue Kastelic/Charlotte Vargues     

Ushers/Greeters: Jackie Cooley            Jackie Cooley      

Counters: Nancy Piazza/Leanne Neu     Kathy & Steve/Cassie Walgren            

 

PRAYERS 
Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          
Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass       People of Tabor 

Judy Davis       Sister of Donna Tittel 

Shirley DeRungs      People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto      Lynn Truxell 

Nina & Jeff Jesmain     People of Tabor 

Cheryl Ostern      Sister of Sue Kastelic 

Sydney Pine       Truxell Family 

Pounds Family      Friends of Kastelic Family 

Pam Salas       People of Tabor  

The Stone/Pilakowski Family    Truxell Family 

Lynn Truxell      Truxell &Vargues Families 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Brooklyn Youngblood     Janis Youngblood 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

  

 September 4  Darrell Neu   September 5  Adam Bowens 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 If anyone is interested in helping with JAM, either a teacher or helper, please 

contact Cyrisse.  There will be an orientation meeting on September 12 from 5:30-

6:30pm in the Parlor. 

 The Riverwalk Rose Society will have their "Rose Show" here at Tabor on Saturday, 

September 16, 2023 from 8am-5pm. 

 JAM starts on September 17, 2023. 

 Tabor's 3rd Annual Oktoberfest will be held on Saturday, October 7, 2023 with 

local brews, bands and food trucks.  More details to come. 

 If anyone would like to be on the Planning Committee for the Lucia Fest, please 

contact Denise. 


