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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

July 30, 2023      Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  9:30 a.m. 

Service of the Word - ELW Setting 10 - year A 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. 

In today's gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a 

tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured 

pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God's reign, the 

great surprise is that God's grace finds us first! 

 

 

PRELUDE 
Announcements are on page 13-14. 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS         

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of our neighbors. 

 



2 
 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God's mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of + Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN          Gather Us In      ELW 532 

 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God  ELW Setting 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 

bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 

wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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WORD 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136             Read responsively   
 

129
Your de- 

|
 crees are wonderful; 

 therefore I obey them with 
|
 all my heart. 

130
When your word is opened 

|
 it gives light; 

 it gives understanding 
|
 to the simple. 

131
I open my 

|
 mouth and pant 

 because I long for 
|
 your commandments. 

132
Turn to me and be gra- 

|
 cious to me, 

 as you always do to those who 
|
 love your name.    

133
Order my footsteps 

|
 in your word; 

 let no iniquity have dominion 
|
 over me. 

134
Rescue me from those 

|
 who oppress me, 

 and I will keep 
|
 your commandments. 

135
Let your face shine up- 

|
 on your servant 

 and teach 
|
 me your statutes. 

136
My eyes shed 

|
 streams of tears, 

 because people do not 
|
 keep your teaching.    

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 8:26-39 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 

Please be seated. 

 

REFLECTION 

           

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            Be Thou My Vision             ELW 793 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, those in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one 

who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

 

Please stand if you are able.       

OFFERTORY            ELW 682 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 

and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos 

and speaks in the smallest seed 

+ bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN                    ELW 705 
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Disciples Serving:  Today             Next Sunday  
Assisting Minister:  Jerry Vargues                     Ryan Kessinger            

Proclaimer:            Cyrisse Cooley     --      

Presider:    --            Pastor Karen Matuska               

Pianist:   Dr. J. Michael Beck          Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild: Sue Kastelic            Connie Wisthoff/Cassie Walgren 

Ushers/Greeters: Sue Kastelic/Jerry Vargues         Marvin Wisthoff/Jeff Jesmain 

Counters: Nancy Piazza/Charlotte Vargues        Stacie Bowens/Sue Kastelic     

       

 

 

 

PRAYERS 
Members, Friends and Relatives    Added by Members          

Doris Ask       People of Tabor 

Shirley Bass      People of Tabor 

Judy Davis       Sister of Donna Tittel 

Shirley DeRungs      People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto      Lynn Truxell 

Darrel Neu       Husband of Leanne Neu 

Sydney Pine      Truxell Family 

Jean Reistad      Niece of Nancy Piazza 

Pam Salas       People of Tabor  

The Stone/Pilakowski Family    Truxell Family 

Lynn Truxell      Truxell &Vargues Families 

Marvin Truxell      Truxell & Vargues Families 

Brooklyn Youngblood     Janis Youngblood 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 August 3  Brielle Vargues 

 August 5  Helen Philipsen 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 We are collecting your pictures from our past Oktoberfests to add to our social 

media post for this year's Oktoberfest.  Please text any pictures you have to a 

council member or email to the church office. 
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