
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



1 
 

 

 

Children feel free to color this page 

 



2 
 

TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

December 24, 2022       Nativity of our Lord-Christmas Eve  6:00pm service 
       Holy Communion Setting 3—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship Year A) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

In winter's deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares 

that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless 

peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ 

brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus' birth is good and 

joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that 

shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

 

PRELUDE            

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this evening, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor.  

 

 

Please stand if you are able 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           O Come, All Ye Faithful                              ELW 283 

music on page 3 
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GREETING   

Today Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia!  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                      ELW 270     
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7              
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM: Psalm 96                     Read responsively  

 
1
Sing to the LORD a new song; 

     sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

     proclaim God's salvation from day to day. 
3
Declare God's glory among the nations 

     and God's wonders among all peoples. 
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

     more to be feared than all gods.    
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

     but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

     power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

     ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

     bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.    
 9
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

     tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
10

Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! 
     The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 

     will judge the peoples with equity." 
11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

     let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

     let the field be joyful and all that is therein
 

12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

     at your coming, O LORD, 
     for you come to judge the earth. 
13

You will judge the world with righteousness 

     and the peoples with your truth.    

 

 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14        
 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God! 
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Pease stand if you are able 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Luke, the 2
nd

 Chapter.   

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]                                  
 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                     The children are invited to come forward.           

Gifts are given to the children. 

 

 

SERMON                                                                                 Pastor Karen Matuska 

A brief silence for reflection   

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   The First Noel                                     ELW 300                                                                                                                    
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Please be seated. 

HOLY BAPTISM 

We welcome Scarlett Everleigh Truxell, daughter of Janis Lee Youngblood-Pine 

and Derek Scott Truxell, born April 21, 2022 to the Body of Christ. Scarlett is 

sponsored by Jerry Vargues and Charle' Youngblood. 
 

 

PRESENTATION 

Candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and 

death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in 

the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's 

mission for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors for the candidate, in turn, present the candidate: 

I present Scarlett Everleigh for baptism. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have Scarlett Everleigh baptized into Christ? 

Response: 

I do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with her among God's faithful people, 

 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in her hands the holy scriptures,                                 

 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

 so that your child may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed,                          

 care for others and the world God made,     

 and work for justice and peace. 
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Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Scarlett Everleigh in the Christian faith as you 

are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and 

in communion with the church? 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Scarlett Everleigh and pray for her in her 

new life in Christ? 

We do. 
 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors. The assembly may join 

in the responses. 

 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church.   

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: 

I renounce them. 
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The assembly turns to face the font. The presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 

Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and 

raise us up to live in you. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

BAPTISM 
The presiding minister baptizes the child.  

 

Scarlett Everleigh Truxell, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain Scarlett Everleigh with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen.          
                                       

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. 

 

Scarlett Everleigh, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
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WELCOME 
A lighted candle is given to the sponsor. The assisting minister says: 

 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
 

The assembly may applaud.  The baptismal group returns to their seats. 

 

BAPTISMAL HYMN                ELW 732 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ's coming into the world, we pray for the 

church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence.  

 

Each petition ends: 

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

Prayers conclude with: 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all 

for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

MEAL 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

Please stand if you are able.       

OFFERTORY:                         What Child is This   ELW 296                    
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           music on page 11                                             
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, 

receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

 

Again, after supper … 

…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Through him, with him, in him,                                                                                                              

in the unity of the Holy spirit,                                                                                                                    

all honor and glory is yours almighty Father,                                                                          

now and forever.   

Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to 

share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence  

of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.   

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 
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Please be seated. 

COMMUNION SONG                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN         Away in the Manger                ELW 277 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

USHERS WILL DISTRIBUTE AND LIGHT CANDLES 
 

Please rise if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN:    Joy to the World     EWL 267 
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SENDING 

 

 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, 

+ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

USHERS WILL DARKEN THE SANCTUARY  

Parents, please be mindful of your children’s safety with the lit candle, especially 

as we darken the sanctuary.  

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN                Silent Night                                              ELW 267 
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DISMISSAL  

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Merry Christmas to all and thank you for coming! 

Tabor is blessed by your presence this Christmas Eve! 

 

 

PRAYERS 
 

Members, Friends and Relatives  Added by Members          

Doris Ask      People of Tabor 

Judy Davis      Sister of Donna Tittel 

Shirley DeRungs    People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto    Lynn Truxell 

Janet  Johnson     Sister of Nancy Piazza 

Shirley Regan     People of Tabor 

Jean Reistad     Niece of Nancy Piazza 

Bob Tristano     Husband of Denise Tristano 

Aaron Truxell     Son of Roger & Lynn Truxell  

Lynn Truxell     Truxell &Vargues Families 

Marvin Truxell     Truxell & Vargues Families 

Brooklyn Youngblood   Janis Youngblood 
 

 

 

Disciples Serving in Today’s Worship Service    

Assisting Minister   Jerry Vargues 

Lectors    Pam Salas 

Pianist    Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Presider    Pastor Karen Matuska 

Altar Guild  Kathy Lambert & Linda Johnson 

Ushers/Greeters  Sue Kastelic & Jerry Vargues 

Counters  Donna Tittel & Sue Kastelic 
 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

December 25  Eric Dunton 

December 28  Dorothy Hanscom 

December 28  Karl Wisthoff 

December 29  Vicki Moore 

December 30  Jeff and Nina Jesmain  33 years 
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Christmas Poinsettias 2022 

 

Vickie Baker   In Honor of the Baker Family 

 

Jackie & Cyrisse Cooley In Memory of Jack Cooley, Denise Schulz and Doug &  

     Sally Grady 

 

Larry Hall    In Honor of Don & Gene Hall 

     In Memory of Mark Hall 

 

Jeff & Nina Jesmain  In Memory of Frank Jesmain 

     In Memory of Mildred Anderson 

 

Linda Johnson   In Memory of Ted & Roberta Snyder 

 

Matt, Sarah & Zion  In Memory of Helen Johnson 

Johnson 

    

Clayette Kashner  In Memory of Jim Kashner and Jim & Clay's parents 

 

Steve & Kathy Miedziak In Memory of Chuck Chambers 

 

Darrell & Leanne Neu  In Memory of Dan & Pauline Neu and Mary Bea Neu 

     In Memory of Leonard & Lance Petersen 

 


