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TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December 11, 2022     3
rd

 Sunday of Advent  9:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion Setting 3—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran book of Worship) year A 

 

INTRODUCTION 

A note of joyful expectation marks today's worship. Isaiah announces that the desert 

shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming 

signs of God's reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we 

rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and 

in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God 

would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ's advent among us. 

 

PRELUDE 
Announcements are on page 20-21. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       

A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for 

sending you to Tabor. 

 

 

ADVENT HYMN:            Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah          ELW 240 

Sing Verse 3 Only 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 
 

People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GATHERING 

GATHERING SONG                      ELW 519  
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GREETING   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 

coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

A Dramatization of the Christmas Gospel 
  

Luke 2:1-20 

 

 

The First Noel   Verse 1 

 The first Noel the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

 

Matthew 2:1-11 
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Away in a Manger   All Verses 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

  

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

  

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

     and fit us for heaven, to live with you there  

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy gospel according to Matthew the 11th Chapter. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:2-11 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ. 
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MEDITATION         Pastor Karen Matuska 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   ELW 242 
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Please be seated. 

HOLY BAPTISM 

We welcome Paisley Ann Martinet, daughter of Adam Dante Martinet and Shawnee 

Ariel Martinet, born January 26, 2022 to the Body of Christ. Paisley Ann is 

sponsored by Toni Marie Martinet and Anthony William Keen. 
 

PRESENTATION 

Candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and 

death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in 

the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's 

mission for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors for the candidate, in turn, present the candidate: 

I present Paisley Ann for baptism. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have Paisley Ann baptized into Christ? 

Response: 

I do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with her among God's faithful people, 

 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in her hands the holy scriptures,                                 

 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

 so that your child may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed,                          

 care for others and the world God made,     

 and work for justice and peace. 
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Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Paisley Ann in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Response: 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Paisley Ann and pray for her in her new 

life in Christ? 

We do. 
 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors. The assembly may join 

in the responses. 

 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church.   

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: 

I renounce them. 
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The assembly turns to face the font. The presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 

Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and 

raise us up to live in you. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

BAPTISM 
The presiding minister baptizes the child.  

 

Paisley Ann Martinet, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain Paisley Ann with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen.          
                                       

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. 

 

Paisley Ann, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
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WELCOME 
A lighted candle is given to the sponsor. The assisting minister says: 

 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
 

The assembly may applaud.  The baptismal group returns to their seats. 

 

BAPTISMAL HYMN                ELW 732 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

 

A brief silence  

 

Each petition ends: 

God, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Prayers conclude with: 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 

and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

MEAL 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:  

Peace be with you.  

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC 

Special Piano Music  

 

 

Please stand if you are able.       
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OFFERTORY   Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise   ELW 206 

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

'It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places  

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  

through whom you will also make all things new  

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, … 

 

Again, after supper … 

…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Through him, with him, in him,                                                                                                              

in the unity of the Holy spirit,                                                                                                                    

all honor and glory is yours almighty Father,                                                                          

now and forever.   

Amen 

 

 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.                                                  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to 

share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of  Holy Communion. The real presence  

of Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers.   

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available if you prefer. 
 

Please let the usher know if you need assistance. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

COMMUNION SONG                               
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COMMUNION HYMN                ELW 492 

Please repeat until Communion is complete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

SENDING 

 

 

BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN           People, Look East      ELW 248 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God! 
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PRAYERS 
 

Members, Friends and Relatives  Added by Members          

Doris Ask      People of Tabor 

Judy Davis      Sister of Donna Tittel 

Shirley DeRungs    People of Tabor 

Virgie Giannetto    Lynn Truxell 

Janet  Johnson     Sister of Nancy Piazza 

Shirley Regan     People of Tabor 

Jean Reistad     Niece of Nancy Piazza 

Bob Tristano     Husband of Denise Tristano 

Aaron Truxell     Son of Roger & Lynn Truxell  

Lynn Truxell     Truxell &Vargues Families 

Marvin Truxell     Truxell & Vargues Families 

Brooklyn Youngblood   Janis Youngblood 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thank You to everyone who helped and participated in the Christmas Program! 

 

John Regan, husband of Shirley Regan, passed away on Saturday, December 3, 

2022.  Shirley and John were married 43 years. 

 

Please join us  in the Fellowship Hall for cake after church service next Sunday, 

December 18th in celebration of Dorothy Hanscom's 90
th

 Birthday! 

 

Rocky Mountain Synod  has posted daily Advent devotional word videos.  Please 

use the following link to view: 

https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=1ovs7z050uzdswtk66btilvxb120thuh 

 

Poinsettias:  Help decorate our sanctuary during the Christmas Season by 

purchasing a Poinsettia plant. The cost will be $12 each plant.  Please fill out an 

order form (available in the Narthex) for each plant ordered and place in the 

Poinsettia envelope and turn in with your offering, welcome slip or to the church 

office.  Orders must be turned in by today.  Plants may be taken home after 

Christmas Eve service. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gtbNH13aqZmglIwvbWSdR0YFn1svpoQkDH-W7FsBRuPHxt0iDmFwdDtsZWKWBr90wu1E7A6IUpLPN6fnPdbfdQwEClgJBIakOl9yIYyPE1PibMfQ0ViZp5004II226k8nJvD74OLah5tPcBJzDccLUCsjQEJ-4_YuPQLQgXifYA1r-q3W5jigXAsn1OX9ho-uix2XrRyccc%3D%26c%3DM09iJh5-pmAP2JB-Uhi2y30lsYvqA5zsh_ytT8Q4H7qmIRPRG3062w%3D%3D%26ch%3DGVwjeUAszVAaF6MmJqTnMLlNN75V2NQe7tx-39qJ83I4CJ-L_RXN_A%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf68a0aac2a5240a8a65d08dad0ccbfe8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638051875057285448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kkn412Bh3t5g7Z%2BWXDGrNrbDCj06sCwa4jA%2FRsuhBb0%3D&reserved=0


21 
 

 

Christmas Eve Service will be held at 6:00pm on Saturday, December 24th.          

No services will be held on Christmas Day. 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

December 11 Jacob Wisthoff 

December 12 Sue Kastelic 

December 13 Amethyst Opal 

December 15 Gary Ayala-Zapien 

  

 

 

 

Disciples Serving:  Today           Next Sunday  
Assisting Minister:  Cyriss Cooley                  Ryan Kessinger 

Lector:   Pam Salas                   Cassie Walgren 

Presider:             Pastor Karen Matuska                Pastor Mark Patzke 

Pianist:   Dr. J. Michael Beck       Dr. J. Michael Beck 

Altar Guild: Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson       Kathy Lambert/Linda Johnson      

Ushers/Greeters: Sue Kastelic/Jerry Vargues             Sue Kastelic/Jerry Vargues          

Counters: Dorothy Hanscom/Leanne Neu      Nancy Piazza/Charlotte Vargues       
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