TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

December 19, 2021

4th Sunday of Advent

9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion Setting 10—ELW (Evangelical Lutheran book of Worship) year C

INTRODUCTION
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary's magnificent
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that
Christ's advent is for "the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." It is the
kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with
high delight—"we proclaim the Lord's death."
PRELUDE
Announcements are on pages 21-22.
WELCOME
A very warm welcome to all who worship here this morning, we thank God for
sending you to Tabor.
ADVENT HYMN:

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Sing Verse 4 Only
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ELW 240

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
+ your sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Please stand if you are able.
GATHERING
GATHERING SONG
Sing Verses 1-4,8

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

ELW 257
music on page 3
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD (Gospel may be found on the back cover.)
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55

Spoken responsively

46b

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47
my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
50
You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation.
51
You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52
casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55
the promise made | to our forebears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever
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Please stand if you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The Holy gospel according to Luke, the 1st Chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ, be Our Light
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ELW 715

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God's presence.
A brief silence
Each petition ends:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Prayers conclude with:
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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MEAL
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say:
Peace be with you.
Please be seated.
OFFERING OF GIFTS, TITHES AND MUSIC
Special Piano Music
Please stand if you are able.
OFFERTORY

ELW 184
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OFFERING PRAYER
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…
…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ's banquet.
Feast on God's gift of grace.
Thanks be to God!
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
The Lord’s table is open to all worshipers from all denominations who wish to
share in God’s blessing of the sacrament of Holy Communion. The real presence of
Christ is in the bread and wine. Please follow the directions of the ushers. The wine
(red liquid) or in the grape juice (white liquid).
Please let the usher know if you need assistance.
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Please be seated.
COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMN
Wait for the Lord
Please repeat until Communion is complete
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ELW 262
music on page 15

Please stand if you are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Most High God, you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit's power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
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When Christ was Born
CREATED BY THERESA MILES AND EDITED BY PASTOR RUBY
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Welcome everyone to Bethlehem! Let us open our eyes and ears and listen to the story of when
Christ was born.
Mary and Joseph come forward. Mary is wearing an old, ragged shawl; Joseph is wearing an
old torn sweater. As Mary and Joseph come forward, the congregation sings “Oh Little Town
of Bethlehem,”
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PART II: THE ANIMALS
The sheep, cows or donkeys come forward. Wearing appropriate costumes. They often were
noisy, and never too formal. As the animals and narrator come forward, the congregation sings
“Away in the Manger.”
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PART III: ANGELS
Wearing Gold and silver garland and halos on their head, the angels and narrator come
forward, the congregation sings “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”

17

PART IV: SHEPHERD
The shepherds and narrator come forward. They are holding canes to represent shepherd’s
staffs. As the shepherds come forward, the congregation sings “Go Tell It on the Mountain.”
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PART V: WISEMEN AND STAR
The three wise men and narrator come forward. Colorful construction- crowns are worn. As the
Wise men and narrator 5 come forward, the congregation sings “We Three Kings.”

PART VI: CONCLUSION
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

ELW 267
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26592

PRAYERS
Members, Friends and Relatives
___ Added by Members
Gary Ayala (broken wrist)
People of Tabor
Cynthia Barrett
Friend of Lynn Truxell
Michelle Buttram
Daughter of Julie Buttram
Virgie Giannetto
Lynn Truxell
Glasgow Family
Niece of Sue Kastelic
The King Family
Family of Shirley DeRungs
Martha Pennington
People of Tabor
Cheryl Salay
Sister of Julie Buttram
Lynn Truxell
Truxell &Vargues Families
Marvin Truxell
Truxell & Vargues Families
Chad Webster
Nephew of Donna Tittel
Brooklyn Youngblood
Janis Youngblood
Let us pray for those serving in the military and all our first responders.

For Pastoral care emergencies, please contact Pastor Ruby at 303.653.2533.

Disciples Serving in Today’s Worship Service
Assisting Minister
Lector
Pianist
Presider
Altar Guild
Ushers/Greeters
Counters
Ministers:

Jerry Vargues
Donna Tittel
Dr. J. Michael Beck
Pastor Ruby Narucki
Kathy Lambert & Linda Johnson
Sue Kastelic & Jerry Vargues
Karen Dunton & Sue Kastelic
The People of Tabor
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Choir Practice will be held today, December 19th after worship. We will be singing at
the Christmas Eve service.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held on December 24th at 7:00pm.
2022 Offering Envelopes are available in the Narthex.
Annual Budget Meeting will be on January 30, 2022. All committees need to have their
annual reports in to Julie by January 9, 2022.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
December 20
December 25

Jordan Wisthoff
Eric Dunton

Tabor Lutheran Church Council:
Council President: Derek Truxell
Council Vice President: Jeff Jesmain
Council Secretary: Connie Wisthoff
Treasurer: Michelle Vargues

Tabor Lutheran Church Staff:
Ministers: all the People of Tabor
Pastor: Rev. Ruby Narucki
Organist/musician: Dr. J. Michael Beck
Administrative Assistant: Julie Buttram
Church Custodian: Marvin Wisthoff
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